First Sergeant (R) Daniel F. Ochoa
Nomination for Induction into the Sapper Association Hall of Fame

First Sergeant (Retired) Daniel F. Ochoa’s distinguished twenty-year tenure within the United States
Army Corps of Engineers is characterized by a steadfast commitment to the core tenets of the
Engineer Regiment: mobility, counter-mobility, and survivability. As an Airborne, Ranger, and
Sapper-qualified Senior Non-Commissioned Officer, 1SG Ochoa consistently demonstrated the
technical acumen and tactical leadership required of the Regiment’s most elite units. His early
career was marked by a commitment to small-unit excellence, evidenced by his recognition as the
leader of the battalion’s premier Sapper Squad on three consecutive occasions while serving with A

Company, 16th Engineer Battalion.

The depth of 1SG Ochoa’s operational expertise was most prominently displayed during his
deployment in support of Operation Desert Shield and Desert Storm. Serving as a Platoon Sergeant
with A Company, 3rd Engineer Battalion, 24th Infantry Division, he executed complex engineer
missions in a high-intensity combat environment. In coordination with a Scout Platoon, he
facilitated the breach of numerous minefields utilizing both manual explosive techniques and Mine
Clearing Line Charges. Furthermore, he exercised direct oversight of the systematic destruction of
critical infrastructure and enemy materiel, including bridges, ammunition supply points, bunker

complexes, and substantial caches of Iraqi Republican Guard weaponry.

Following his combat service, 1SG Ochoa transitioned to an influential role as an instructor at the
Sapper Leader Course. In this capacity, he functioned as a subject matter expert in Waterborne
Operations, Demolitions, and Booby Traps, thereby institutionalizing the tactical lessons learned in
theater and ensuring the rigorous standards of Sapper’s were upheld for past, present and future

generations of leaders.

His transition to civilian life was equally defined by a dedication to public service and academic
achievement. After earning a Bachelor of Science in Education and serving as a primary educator,
he embarked on a prolific career in law enforcement and criminal justice, serving with the Phoenix
Police Department, the Maricopa County Sheriff’s Office, and as a specialized investigator for the

State of Arizona.

For the past eight years, 1SG Ochoa has been a vital architect of the Sapper Association, where his
leadership as Vice President and Membership Director has been instrumental in the organization’s
foundational success. His enduring legacy is that of a "Soldier’s Soldier"—a professional whose
career represents a seamless continuum of service to the Nation, the community, and the Engineer
Regiment. 1SG Ochoa’s lifetime of contributions and his unwavering support of the Sapper
community render him an exemplary candidate for induction into the Sapper Association Hall of

Fame.



